Screening colonoscopy: what is the most reliable modality for the detection and characterization of colorectal lesions?
Colonoscopy is considered the best modality for the detection and treatment of colorectal polyps. However, some polyps still may not be detected. Although conventional white-light endoscopy is the gold standard for the detection of colorectal polyps, up to a fifth of lesions may be missed on screening colonoscopy, especially non-polypoid colorectal neoplasms. Recently, many studies have reported on various endoscopic modalities that improve the detection and characterization of colorectal lesions. Newly developed modalities might be helpful to recognize colorectal lesions; however, careful observation is required to identify flat/depressed lesions as well as hidden polyps during screening and surveillance colonoscopy.